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Telephone Game

How to play the game:

Students must stand in a circle or in a line. The teacher starts the first round and whispers a sentence or a phrase into his/her neighbor’s ear. It goes on down the line or circle until the last person hears the sentence. He/She will tell the rest of the group what he or she heard at the end. Usually, something is lost in translation and the sentence or phrase is nothing like the original. 

Why play this game? 

We play this game to show communication breakdown. Sometimes things are lost in translation and the meaning of what was originally said is completely lost. It’s important to keep trying to communicate and to make sure that our communication partners understand what we are trying to say. 

This is a very fun game to play with young students, especially those in the 5th and 6th forms when they begin to develop higher-level English skills. 
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